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comment on Whitman's ride (page 190) : "At Washington he urged 
the Secretary of War to establish along the Oregon trail a line of forts 
and farming stations, which might serve as a protection against the 
Indians and also furnish emigrants with needed supplies. By the 
middle of May he was back at Independence, ready to take up the line 
of march with the great company gathering there. We have already 
spoken of his important services on the route. ' ' 

The last third of the volume is devoted to five chapters headed : ' ' The 
inland empire," "The age of railways," "The progress of agriculture," 
"Industry and commerce," and "Social and political change." In 
each chapter the author finds himself on new ground in bringing the 
subject treated up to date. The work is well done. 

The author's last page is a plea for the conference. He says: "The 
remedy for the evil here pointed out [oppression of minorities in direct 
legislation] lies in a new institution which is no more a part of the 
state constitution than was the political convention, namely the confer- 
ence. To an increasing extent, the people of these states are habituat- 
ing themselves to the idea that all wisdom does not reside in a class 
dominated by a single interest. They begin to recognize that since 
legislation affects all interests, the proposing of legislation like the 
nomination of candidates for office is a matter on which all interests 
should be consulted." 

The original edition of the work carried forty-two illustrations and 
maps; the present edition has but fifteen. The illustrations selected, 
however, are appropriate and serviceable. One other omission is less 
easily understood. The first edition carried a page of tender and ap- 
preciative dedication to Frederic G. Young, secretary of the Oregon 
historical society from the time of its foundation. This second edition 
has no dedication page. 

Edmond S. Meany 

Proceedings and collections of the Wyoming historical and geological 
society for the year 1917. Edited by Horace Edwin Hayden, M.A. 
Volume XV. (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania: Wyoming historical 
and geological society, 1917. 256 p. $4.00) 
This volume covers the activities of the society for the period 1915- 
1917. In addition to the reports of officers, list of members, and me- 
morials of deceased members, it contains a number of papers read at 
meetings, including some original material. 

The longest paper (pp. 37-116), written by Alfred Franklin Berlin, 
is a description of his collection of Indian stone implements, now the 
property of the society. The description is fully illustrated and the 
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historical commentary elaborate. The specimens were found in the 
Mississippi valley, some others in Pennsylvania. 

The paper entitled ' ' The reminiscences of General Isaac Jones Wistar 
U. S. A." (pp. 117-156), read by General C. B. Dougherty, is of 
general interest. The most valuable portions of this sketch are those 
dealing with his life in the west, particularly in California during the 
early days of the gold discoveries. In this connection there are nu- 
merous quotations from a diary kept by the general at the time. 

The publication of original material includes the journal of B. B. 
Reath of a visit to Wilkes-Barre in the year 1840 (pp. 157-172). For 
the most part this journal is of merely local interest. The references 
to the roads and railways in the vicinity will, however, prove of some 
value to students of transportation. The publication of "The parish 
register of St. Stephen's Protestant Episcopal church, Wilkes-Barre 
Pa., 1839-1866" (pp. 191-211), brings to a close that record of con- 
firmations and burials. There are two newspaper articles of local in- 
terest, one on the first anniversary of the society (pp. 173-184), and one 
on the Wyoming valley in 1859 (pp. 185-190). 

The society has issued a well printed volume and deserves credit for 
its energy and intelligence in the collection of books and archaeological 
remains. It is to be regretted, however, that its publishing committee 
has not devoted the funds at its disposal to the publication of more 
local historical material. Less than one-fourth of the volume is given 
over to papers or records relating directly to the Wyoming valley. 

J. F. W. 

California: the name. By Ruth Putnam, with the collaboration of 
Herbert I. Priestly, Ph.D., assistant professor of history, University 
of California. [University of California publications in history, 
volume 4, number 4, p. 293-365] (Berkeley: University of California 
press, 1917. 72 p. $.50) 
Miss Putnam goes directly to the heart of her subject by accepting 
the theory of Edward Everett Hale, supported by Dr. George Davidson, 
that the source of the word "California" is to be found in the romance, 
Las Sergas de Esplandian, or the fifth book of Amadis de Oaula. After 
summarizing the part of the romance which deals with the legendary 
California and the Amazons, Miss Putnam shows that this story was so 
widely known that one need feel no surprise on hearing that Spaniards 
in the new world were familiar with it. Definite mentions of the name 
' ' California, " as it appears in the writings of the Spanish explorers and 
their official chroniclers, as well as in Hakluyt's and Ramusio's collec- 
tions of voyages, are discussed. 



